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Ax apology for the appearance of theſs ſheets at 
the prefent period,” may be confidleted as nerdleſs by 
ſome, whillt others view thern as an intrußon on the 
public, and declare them il timed and unnereſfary ; 
but, to one who has the real good and proſperity of the 
Church at heart; theit appearance ar rbis rime is deem- 
ed indiſpenſibly requiſite, when it is undeniably true, 
that © by far the greater part of thoſe who enter into 
the miniſtry, do not preach agreeably to the articles 
which they have ſubſcribed;” perhaps without know- 
ing or duly conſidering what are 7he . of our: 
excellent Church. © 


Axn another inducement may be particulariſed, which 
ariſes from obſervation, that many well-meaning per- 
ſons, through want of inſtruction in theſe doctrines, 
miſtake the form of Godlineſs for Religion, and the 
works of the Law for the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſtum- 
ble at the only way of life and falvation, to their own 
misfortune, and the injury of Chriſtianity. 5 


Ir 
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Ir —— or the proportionably leſs acquaint- 
ance which a layman may naturally be ſuppoſed to have 
to thoſe who miniſter in holy things, ſhould occaſion 

a miſtake, I plead it as my excuſe: yet, if any thing 
material ſhould appear (which I do not expect) in op- 
poſition to the doctrines of our Church herein declar- 
ed, 1 ſhall n think it my ny to reply. 


| Tar SHOT of 7 ruth, and its candid, open 8 
have brought forward this public teſtimony: of .attach- 
ment to the Church; and it is preſented as a tribute of 
good-will towards all who profeſs themſelves members 
of the ſame, in their beſt and moſt nt intereſts 


New-York, Feb. 28, 1793. 
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Cuanrianity is à pure, perfect, rational, 
conſiſtent ſyſtem; it is a revelation worthy of the God 
of Truth and Wiſdom to diſpenſe; its doctrines have a 
direct tendency to moralize the powers and faculties, 
and to ennoble and dignify the human nature; it ſets 
its true profeſſors free from ridiculous abſurdities and 
enthuſiaſtic deluſions; for its divine Author taught no 
doctrines, enjoined no precepts, but ſuch as will bear 
the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and muſt be owned, by every 
truly wiſe and judicious perſon, to be well adapted and 
nicely calculated, at once to diſplay the power and mercy 
of God, as well as to enrich, conſolate and make happy 
the mind of every true Chriſtian Te OM 

But how an inſtitution, thus wiſely deſigned, order- 
ed and eftabliſhed, ſhould be ſo greatly miſtaken, ſo 
unhappily perverted, and fo groſsly miſrepreſented at 
this day, is no leſs ſurpriſing than true; and therefore 
how much to be deplored and lamented! But why is 


this? How muſt we account for the many deluſive te- 


nets and deſtructive errors, which are induftriouſly 
Pop by a ſet of modern teachers, and readily em- 

raced by ſo many profeflors of Chriſtianity? How! 
why, as the Papiſts miſtakingly affert ignorance to be 
the mother of devotion, we may truly ſay, ignorance 
is the parent of error, folly and deluſion. - But to what 


( 


Kind of ignorance may we aſcribe the miſtakes of the 
teachers, and the folly of the people in being thus d 
ceived? Doubtleſs to an ignorance of the word of God, 
the Holy Scriptures, which are the only ſure guide, the 
beſt ſtandard, and the moſt certain criterion, whereby 
to diſcern truth from falſehood, right from wrong; 
bat through negled of ſearching thoſe Bored pers e 
poor people eaſily become a prey to every ignorant en- 
thufiaſtic preacher who comes in their way, Hence we 
ſee ſuch a plentiful production of novel doctrines, and 
ſuch an abundant fyuitfulneſs of extravagant follies 
and deſtructive errors, which are fo prevalent among us, 
+ Men, bretheren and fathers, ſee ye not what an inun- 
dation of error and deluſion hath broken in upon us? 

Obſerve. ye not the overflowings of immor ty and 
vice, which, like a torrent, is over{preading our land? 
and baneful conſequences are ſo viſible and evident? 
Alas! Virtue reclines her fainting head; Chriſtianity = 
has loft its powerful influence upon its profeſſors; and 
therefore the practice of morality and good works is ſo 
much neglected, ſo little attended to. BY it is. too 

lain to be denied, the true principles of the Goſpel are 
orſaken. O ye miniſters! ye profeſſed teachers and 
inſtructors of mankind! will ye not attempt to ſtem the 
rapid torrent, which threatens to carry all before it ? 
There is no way left, but to retreat to the primitive 
doctrines of the Goſpel, the eſtabliſhed principles of 
the Reformation. Theſe, conſtantly infiſted on and 

powerfully inculcated, will, nay; thefe only can be at- 
tended with the happy effects of reclaiming the people 
from error, rectifying their principles, and effectually 
producing chriſtian practices. As for you, my bretheren, 

rofeſſors of the ſame Goſpel, let me entreat and con- 
jure you, if you would be true proteſtauts, againſt the 
fallacy and deceit of the Church of Rome, as you would 
defire to be proof againſt all doctrines of novelty, all 


erroneous 
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erroneous principles, all dangerous and delufive tenets 
would — and detect, ſo as to beware of de- 
ceiving teachers, falſe prophets, hypoeritical and pre · 
tended miniſters: in one word, are ye ſolicitous to come 
to the knowledge of the truth as it ĩs in Jeſus, that ye 
may be ſaved? Sgarcn TEE SCRIPTURES; make this 
your eonſtant practice; for be aſſured, ye are in the ut · 
moſt danger of being miſled and deceived, never more 
ſelf-preſiuming, God · reſiſting inſdel; on the other, by the 
credulous, unſcriptural, unmeaning enthuſiaſt, While 
the former is an open enemy to the doctrines of the 
Goſpel, totally rejects every article of the chriſtian 
faith, acts as far wide from the moralizing precepts of 
the Goſpel, as from humility; the latter, b enthufiaſty 
deceives himſelf and others by his mere pretences to 
inſpiration;. profeſſes to have rgecived the gift of the 
Spirit, but gives no evidences to aſcertain the truth of it; 
makes ſolemn declarations of being rmovardly-moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt to preach to you, and only pretends to 
pray to God for ſpiritual operations, infſuences, and 
— 3 — after all, it is 4 to the eye of — 
cerning reaſon, he means nothing but to make gain o 
his pretenſions to Godlineſs; for, contrary to his-moſt 
ſolemn pretenſions and profeſſions, he utterly denies any 
true, real, inward motiv, operation, and influence of the 
Spirit: and hence do ſuch miniſters bewilder, perplex, 
and delude the ignorant and unwary, by teaching un+ 
found; unſcriptural doctrine. - _ oy two nies 
Taake heed to yourſelves, Beware of ſuch pretend: 

ed teachers, for you are liable to be led by ſuch into a 
ou and re _—_ and 4 CIO of un · 
ſcriptural perplexities; your danger, through 
their means, may not eaſily be eſcaped, nor ever — 
tified. It is not a trifling affair I am now addreſſing 
you about, but it is of the utmoſt concern, and of the 
greateſt importance: no leſs than your immortal ſouls 
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are at lake=tiothing leſs than an eternity depends upon 
your being wiſe unto ſalvation. For your fakes, and 
from a regard to your ſafety, ſuffer me here to lay be- 
fore you the thay ſcriptural orthodox articles' of the 
eſtabliſhed Church of England, which, as they are a 
Kind of epitome, or abridgement of the Goſpel, I ſhalt 
ſelect ſuch of them as may beſt ſerve our preſent pur- 
poſe; namely, to try and examine doctrines and teachers 
by, to detect error and diſcover truth. By theſe let 
us determine-our aſſent to, or diſſent from ſuch doc- 
trines as are propoſed to us, and I am verily be feet | 
ed we ſhall eſcape error, avoid mr and be fr 
from miſtakes. 
Perhaps a fond attachment to our excellent articles 
of the Church of England, may influence me rather 
to fix on this form of ſound words tlian any other of 
human compoſition. Be it ſo; I am (I think) herein 
juſtified, foraſmuch as theſe articles are ſupported by, 
and built upon the Holy Scriptures: therefore I am 
unconcerned what our modern teachers, and new-pre- 
tended divines think or ſay of me; if they diſlike, and 
are aſhamed of our articles, I am not: for all our 
Chriſtian Biſhops, (God bleſs them!) and all our 
Church Parſons, (Lord have mercy on them!) they 
all own, or have owned them, and ſubſcribed to them; 
yes, and ſworn to them alſo; and they are printed in 
our Common-Prayer Books too;* and for what uſe 
think ye but that we ſhould read them, know them, 
be infiruted ; in them, and always abide by them? 
God grant, bretheren, that we may! for if we have 
any knowledge and experience of the great truths they 
contain, vain will be all the artful attempts, ſubtle de- 
ſigns, and nefarious ſtratagems of men deſtitute of the 
truth, to miſlead, pervert, or delude us. 

1 ſhall now "> the! articles before you-uelake ſore 

- ſtrictures 


They are omitted in | the 14 3 edition. "A conſqneacenients the 
reſult of which I fear. 


born into the world; firſt, in the lofs of 


CS 3 
firitures upon them, and draw ſome ap 


them as Iigo along: Cod give — rde 
We hein with theo doctrine F Original or. Birth: Sing 
Art. L. we dares ont io winger gt 129235 Ens 
4 Original fin ftandeth hot inthe following of am; 
(As. the Pelagiant do vainly talk) but it is the fault 
and corruption of the nature ofoevery man; that is 
«gendered of the offspring of Adum, hereby man ãs 
far gone from original righteouſneſs, and is of his 
” own nature inclined to evil. T od wid U k[:zomt 
This the — ald denied, and this che mo- 
dn Pelagians, vhb pretend to great knoiedge, while 
of:themſetves;:and ſtrangers to the corruption 
epravity of their: on hearts, id;/oron.. Though, 
— time, they: ure ſtanding monuments of the 
truth of this doctrine: and whether:ithey helitve and 
confeſs it, or not, their outward actions plainly-evince 
the inhering power of original finy their not ſeeing, not 
ks not — 2 — of the 
proofs of their being under original blincinets and in 


ht; and ach, for — 
ſoul's ſake avoid. Attend not to their ſweet ſiren 

leſt you are thereby qdulled· aſleep upon the waves of 
deſtruction. Take theſe marks with you. Judge of 
theindoctrines by tlilem: — deolare 
the miſerable:ſtate and condition of every mar that is 
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ouinels, or the mige of God; and ſecondly, as pofteſſed 
with a contrary mage: therefore ish of his own'na- | 
time mclined to dvi. Here behold ch true picture of 
the /o much boaſted dignity of human nature! Thus is 
man pointed: out hy the articheʒ thus s man deferibed 
bythe oracles f truth; and to this melancholy! account 
dvth-every Chriſtian fubſeribe, ant every natural; un- 
Aer 9 Aye, bus, | 

oy 
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fay our new doctors and modern teachers,) thing ud b 
a: ſhade, too ſable a dreſs, too ig to human na- 
ture; and therefore they tickle ears, pleaſerthe pride 
and flatter the vanity of men, with their — — | 
unſcriptural harangues, and falſe encomiums on the 
moral bus, virtue, and dignity of man. But, bre- 
thereri; would ye not avoid an unſkilful quack i in ſur- 
gery, who, inſtead of ſearching and probing a wound in 
order to procurè the ſoundneſs and health of the body, 
ſhould ſlightly heal and ſſtin ovet the parts aggrieved, 
vrhile putrefaction and 'rottenneſs: are at the bottom, 
whereby the life of the patient is deſtroyed? Quacksin 
divinity are much more to be dreaded; inaſmuch as the 
life of the ſoul is of. infinitely more value than that of 
the body. I have heard our true, ftaunch church mini- 
hers diſtinguiſh theſe flatterers of human nature by the 
tions of merit momgers, veluer- mout he preachers, 
&e. 1» Significant-indeed!! St. Pad: 3 fuch, as 
thoſehO ſervr not be Lard Feſus, but their own bellies; 
and with fine words and fair {pecches deceive the hearts 
of the ſimple: fer as they don't agreeable to the 
articles, ſo neither / do they uſt ripture language, nor 
apoſtolie diction, in their cmpai‚“Aᷓn Of article 
next declares--—-—- 6) 1A biovs 22 
0 Therefore in everx 1 born into:the-workd, 10 
vc deſerves God's 4orath und dumna tian. 
What a terrible harſh:phraſe is here? God's: weath 
and damnation |. Ah, ſay our mew-fingled teachers; 
<<. our modern divines, ve are not ſp uncharitable as td 


c ſuppoſe any perſuri in tlie 9 


< wrath and damnation.— What; a £ cb del . 
<. uncouth ſet af nne the compilers of arti⸗ 
Kae“ u mn 36 131g e Soni att 


Say you sol. eee eee nods 
fatonae this doctrine: may be thought by ſome, how. 
ever obſolete and [harſh the expreſſions may ſeem to 
a of. e preachers; truth it is; 4 


the 
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the doctrine of ſcripture, and thoſe venerable compilers 

ſpake as the oractes. of God. . And-is-it-not better, far 
better, for ſinners to hear and be made ſenſible of their 
danger, and deſerving of God's urath and dammation, ſo 
as to eſcape it no by flying to Jeſus, the only refuge 
for ſinners, than to be blinded by flattering .deceivers; 
till they fall a ſacrifice to God's wrath and damnation in 
a dreadful eternity hereafter? _ you muſt net 
e you will not deny. 

But our artiele further — 60 d infection as 
nature doth remain, yea, in them that are 1 
Kegenerated! how? By infant baptiſm: No 
The regenerate do not reſt on the outward = viſible 
fign, but are made partakers of the inward and ſpiri- 
| tual grace //o.'' By the quickening and purifying ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit, a principle of ſpiritual life is 
implanted in them; (and take this by the way, without 
experiencing 2016, infant baptiſm will not, cannot profit 

any perſon to ſalvation:) ſo that ſuch, and ſuch only, 

are ſenſible of the different liſtings of the fleſh and of the 
Ge and though there is no condemnation to them that 
ars in Chriſt Feſus, united to him by a faith of divine 
operation, and are ſanctified by his Holy Spirit, © yet 
concupiſcence and luſt, faith the article, (that is, the 
inward deſires and inclinations of the fleſh) hath the 
nature of ſin. Therefore all true believers are ſaid 
to- rejoice in Chrif Feſus, on have ua Confidence i in tos 
Beſb. » Phil. iii. 3. 

But alas! in theſe days too many. think, if the out · 
ward a&tions are ſomewhat decent, —— 


* What faith the goad 1 this ſubjet 7—4. 5 A MAN 
BE BORN AGAIN” FROM ABOVE, ur CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF 
Gov. He muſt have a regeneration. And what is this regeneration? It is - 
not to be chriſtened in water, as THESE i. e. the PAPISTS] would have it. 
How is it to be expounded then? St. Peter ſheweth, that one place of ſcripture 
declareth another. St. Peter ſaith, Au D w Br BORN AGAIN. How? Nor 

* MORTAL SEED, BUT BY IMMORTAL. What is this immortal ſeed ?. 

Y THE WORD OF THE LIVING GoD: by the word of God preached and 
opened. Thus cometh in our new birth This is a great commendation of thia 

. of ' preaching, ti is God's inſtrument, Wen UT worketh faith in — 
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there needetli no thought or concern about ina 
vity and lieart : wickedneſs. But what amazing —— 
and dread will ſeize on fach, when a heart. ſearching 
God ſhall diſcover before angels and men, the 
eriſy, deceitfulneſs, and deſperate wickeane(s of the heart, 
and to the ſpeeclileſs condemnation of all miſerable 
danbrrs and foul-decervers ! they will then find abefi/thy 
rags of their om righteouſneſs inſufficient to ſcreen them 
from the wrath of the Lord, and they fhalt be forced 
to own (when too late) that their iniward parts were 

very wickedneſs, and therefore that they ſtood in need 
of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt to juſtify them, and the 
woo of bis ſpirit to weben then wrap np of their 


DT the n artck ſhows che — — n 
falneſs of our eſtate by nature, the next (10) aſſerts 
the helpleſſneſs and i — of our condition. 

The condition of man fince! the fall of Alus is 
ce much that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his 
« own natural ſtrength: and good works, to faith and 
calling upon God. Wherefore we have no power to 
do good works pleaſant and acceptable to God, with- 
_ « out the grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, chat 
ve may have a good will, and working _—_ us when 
ve have that good will.“ 5 
Deceivers will come, ſaith the ſcripture; e | belivvs 
it, faith our Church, and therefore we: eſtabliſh articles 
at once to ſettle the judgment of our members, and to guard 
them from erroneous novelty. And are not theſe de- 
ceivers already come? Is not their name Legion? Ds 
not ARMINIAN teachers ſwarm among us, who tell us, 
that man has free. will and power to turn and prepare 
himſelf, and to do good works, as a condition to entitle 
himſelf to the Uri of Chriſt, and to recommend 
himſelf to the favour of God? Are not theſe the fa- 

vourite doctrines of this day? Don't we conſtantly 
hear ſuch unſeriptural, antichriſtian tenets daily advanc- 
ed, both rfrom the pulpit, and the preſs? Aſk 


en ibe Lord Jeſus, but & practiſe morality, and do good 
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; Aſk that reverend geritleman in Bach, Sir, ber 
muſt I do tobe au,, Qu And you will find his anſwer as 
novel and as modiſh as the faſhiory of his clothes. He 
is tov polite to dictate the old ſcriptural anſwer; believe 


* works, and you —— . And; was you to reply 
in the words of the article of dur Church, Sit, I have 
no power to do good Worlæs, pleafant and acceptable to 
God, without the grace of God by Chrift Don't 
<< teaze me, (would very probably be the reply) don't 
c tire me wich y our methochſtical 1 
tical nonſenſe.” Man's power, natural ability, and 


free will, ave his favourite themes, inſtead of free grace, 


ſupernatural power, divine and ſpiritual affiſtance. 
Lord hive merey on the ſheep! that are under the care 
of ſuch aſhepherd! Now; whatever honour and reſpect 
is due to the miniſters of Chriſt, how muchi ſoevet 
we are to eſteem ſuck highly in love: for their works 

yet 1 out to us, anch cautions us 


Again blind wides and falſe teachers. To the law and 


to the: — tlien And if miniſters /peat not ac- 
cording to the ſacred orarles of truth, we may fairly con- 
elude they have no light im them. Therefore it is our 

wiſdom, to ING their doctrines as mer comer 


| and erroneous. 


But; bretheren, let me plainly me briefly apply my- 
ſelf to you on the two foregoing articles. 0 Do ye know 
yourſelves ? Are ye fenfible of your real eſtate? Are 
ye made acquainted with your true condition? Do ye 
know and feel your miſery and want as ſinners? Are ye 
made ſenſible of your own weakneſs and inſufficieney 
to tarts and prepare” yourſelves? Do you ſee your in- 
clination and proneneſs to all evil and ſin, and your 
averſion. and diſaffection to all holineſs and —_— 
and conſequent need of a better righteouſneſs than your 
own to juſtify you in the fight of God? If you do not; 
N not thus ken — ſtript of all good, bo 

u 
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full of all evil, deſerving God's wrath and damnation, it 
is plain you are blind even unto. this day; and further, 


have never prayed in all your life. Nay, don't ſtart; 


it is plain truth; you cannot, you dare not deny it be- 
fore God, and your own: conſcience; for prayer is a 
breathing out the deſires of the ſoul before God, under 
a ſenſe of diſtreſs, and the want of mercy, and an hum- 
ble dependence on God for relief and redreſs. But 


ho could you pray to be delivered from fin, evil, and 


r, when you never ſaw it, never felt it, and was 


never ſenſible of it, and conſequently could have no 


deſires to be delivered from it?ʒ hint ig9 

But you ſay you have gone to church, and prayed. 
That you have gone to church, and repeated the ſolemn 
words of our excellent liturgy, is not denied; but even 
then and there you offered the facrifice of fools, and 
ſolemnly mocked God, while you pretended to addreſs 
and worſhip him; elſe: how could you dare to tell God 
you was a miſerable ſinner, deſire; him to have mercy 
upon you, tell him there'is no health in you, that you 
are tied and bound with the chain of your fins, and that 
the remembrance of your fins is grievous unto you, and the 
burden is intolerable, while you neither feel nor expe- 


rience ſuch a ſtate? Surely the moſt dreadful hypocriſy 


is this! the moſt fatal and dangerous deluſion poſſible 
But, if not only your heads are enlightened, and your 
judgments infarmed, but your hearts alſo truly con- 


victed and humbled before the Lord, with a view of | 
yourſelves as deſcribed by our ſcripture articles; bleſſed 


knowledge! happy ſenſibility! for this you are in- 
debted to the divine grace and heavenly teachings of 
the Holy Spirit, of whom you learn to © caſt away all 
human confidence, all dependence on the arm of fleſh 
« only, and to fly to Chriſt for help and ſuccour— 
« with a Lord ſave, or we periſh; for the heart of 
« man, by nature eſtranged and alienated from God 
and Chriſt, would try every other means, and _ 
| 55 | 66 or 
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« for ſalvation! in any way, rather than accept it as 4 
2 e gift from Chriſt. To caſt away all ſelf-righte- 
4 ouſneſs is grievous to the heart in its natural ſtate 
c of pride; and affection of independeney; man would 
& ſtill be as God, ſtill work out, and merit for:himfelf 
* his on ſalvation; ancl he muſt be driven to the laſt 
d extremity; ſee the inſufficiency of law und ſelf, of 
te marality and works, before he can caſt away all orber 
——ů and app to Fifus with a Lord fave, or I 

periſh, Ito is For —— which can avail the ſoul, 


1 and thus we muſt; ; if we would obtain the gift 
<< of Godin Chriſt,» ——— all ſelf. depen- 
5 dence, and : affured; that he is able and 


60 willing; to fave to the uttermoſt.. Tea; God, for 
Chriſt's Jake, will enrich your fouls, and comfort your 
„With E 


e XItk Article; which runs thus: Den 


Wel Lallotrue believers)i: are — — | 
5. before God, only for tlie merit of our tiord and Sa- 
< viour: Jeſus: Chrit, by faith; and not fur bur o 
+, works or deſervings i herefore, that web are juſti- 
+ fied hyrra rr ovπντ, is/a/moſt:wholdſome Aoctrine, 
* and: very full of —— a6 is more largely —— 
5 ſedi in the Homily of In I Accs 

Here is true proteſtait, anti-romiſh doctrine. Bleſ⸗ 
ſed are the Miiſters of our Church that know and 
Fm thus! | py every foul what can. ſet his ſeal to 
A ood ont £0) in Dan e a nhjð the 

8 teolq V 10 $12 v or Saat 

2 Tet . 5 ae and reed A] hen i ns N 

theſa ſavoyr a K ade 1 with the ſpirit of 


N As The world TY T ion. Th Fl but what 
We Ba. THt rr Wrna 210 of e % 

gers: e Egge asd: court the: ſmiles, nor fear the 

frowns of men fy this world; neither will they be ſo afraid of the faces 

of men As eat Wet ofthe Goſpel of Chriſt; inaſmuch as they, by happy : 

th fl 1 1 vo, wy Tiga ao Jewel a no 

erefo xNOW THE TRUMH 
yl a I fro! e bt dee beach 1711 nor w 


D 17 ng + WHOLE "COUNSEL or: GoD, 
* ugh, for Pe % 2055 is 2825 ed to honour them 1 =o fix what 


hey think i is the moſt approbious name upon them, even that ef a ME TAO T. 


„works and faith; Chriſt's. 


neſs, vanity, and pride oft nelying / on, n 


| m0 age the all-p 
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the truth of theſe worils! Gad will ſuffar no fleſn to 
glory in his preſence; thertfore; in )the; juſtiiecation, 
pardon, and acceptance of a ſinner, he Ai 
the riches of his free · grace i fon N be j | 
— Aragon — ee 
accounted: righteous righteouſneſs: 
Jeſus Chrift on, is the only doctrine that can yield 
comfart and conſolation to penitunt humble ſinners, and 
glory and praiſe to the God fo Mercy and Grace. But 
no, -/ay bum modern thevlogiſti, it ——— oun good 
mghteoufrieſs and 
<-merits,” are not ſufficient of 1 
« wrath; procure-the poor and raaommand our per- 
«ſons to the acceptance of God. Be aftangſheil, 0 
— . O ye ſond of Gd hel cn 
ed, O ye enemies of true nightouſnefa at the. blind. 


a 


* 


imper feat works, cand ſulliett obedience of f 
with the perſtet righteauſneſs, all atoning 
—— ſacrifice; oft tha infinitely —— 
Jeſus ! Orho long will u thus pervett the as of 
the Lan! Ho long vrilb ya trample on the precious 
atethe only availinggightecmſnefs, andiſet 
trits of theifinner's friend; 
che dear anci lo iti J eſus l Be filled O my iſoul be 
warmed, O miy friends] with a holy indignation at the 
daring iriſult, and impiaùs affronte tllat are affered to 
Jefus, your Saviour, and your dad, whoſe blood and 


We dad Fee by faith, Ck Jy the 
Papifs.- We-are 
derates 1 b re, all i oe ro wp amy dren hilt Pally 


righteouſneſs 1s your only plea! 


1 ky ule it tends to good 
works; "fy A It is AIR; fays our. Chürch; we ex- 
N "ap y all its rrne Chriſtian'y members. 

truly the Pape ; teachers ie honda prghe Heh, nen, 


when fe Yor oF Tre e or wiv 
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the avowed tenet of their Church, to deny and ex- 


plode the doctrine of juftification, by the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. faith — . — 
only pretended oteftant teachers aflent' to it, in the 
articles of our Ch „at a moſt wholeſome dottrint, and 


very 4 of ach, 2 and yet. afterwards publicly 


it, and brand and ſtigma- 


tie the CONT VLENDERS for this ſcripture-truth, as 4 
ſet of madmen, enthufiaſts, and deceivers. Surpriſing: 
| indeed is ſuch a ſhare of aſſurance! Amazing ſuch want 


of modeſty ! Is this a ſpecimen of good works, reverend 
firs? | Alas! alas! where is common honeſty, candid 
judgment, and impartial determination fled? O how 
can ſuch miniſters look. on this article without being 
filled with ſhame and confuſion of face! The Scrip- 


' tures are clear and expreſs, that ſinners are juſtified by 
the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to them 


through faith, and by no other means; therefore this 
is a moſt wHOLESOME DOCTRINE. And the glorious | 
company of the Apoſtles, the noble amy of 

and all true believers, in all ages, have Found, by hap- 
py experience, that this mae is alſo VERY FULL or 
GODLY COMFORT. 

But does our Church depreei ate good works, or deny 
their uſefulneſs? No; —— do any of its true mini- 
ſters or members; they all afſent to the doctrines of the 
XIIth Artiele, that 

- * Good works are the fruits of faith, and follow after 

« juſtification (not go before in order to procure juſtifica- 
tion) they cannot put away our fins, nor endure the 


c ſeverity of God's judgment, yet are they pleaſing and 


< 2cceptable to God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſ- 
& ſarily of a true faith, inaſmuch as by them a lively faith 


< may be as evidently known, as a tree by its fruit,” 


It is the device of the devil to urge, and it ariſeth 
from ignorance of the nature of true ehriſtian faith to 


| . that the doctrine of juſtification by faitk de- 
S 


ſtroys 
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N ſtroys the practice of morality and good works. Quite 
"hg the. contrary, for it is the peculiar. property ef -frus: 
chriſtian faith to diſpoſe us to holineſs of heart, and to 


I the practice of morality and good works. DO 22G eee 
What a conſiſtency: of doctrine! What a harmony 
of divine truth! What a chain of ſeripture- tenets do 
j dur excellent articles afford us! Thank God for ancient, 
oᷓbthodox, chriſtian compilers From modern, hetero- 
|  dox, unchriſtian teachers, good Lord deliver us! and 
+. You ſee, bretheren, that good works are the fruits. 
of faith. Have you received of God the gift of faith; 
i faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby you are juſ- 
| tified? Are your-conſciences cleanſed. from the guilt, 
; and delivered from the condemnation of fin? And do 
you. poſſeſs pardon. and peace from God? Then I am 
ſure you muſt love God and love is the moſt powerful 
and availing principle to produce good works, pleaſant: 
<.and acceptable to God in Chriſt; for only in Chriſt. 
Jeſus is it our works are accepted. The beſt works 
we can perform cannot put away our ſins, and endure 
the ſeverity of God's judgment: But good works 
| < ſpring out neceſſarily of a true faith:” they are true 
mw! | marks and evidences of; a lively faith, as the fruitful- 
thi neſs of a tree is an unanſwerable proof of the life and 


it foundneſs of the root. Hence we ſee by the plain ſenſe 
[| of the articles, that without faith in our Lord Jeſus 
i no good works can be produced; and yet truly we find 


it is many, who pretend to be the only true orthodox teach- 
1.18 ers of our Church, conſtantly exploding and vehe- 
1 mently denying the doctrine of juſtiſication by faith only. 
1 Therefore it is a plain conſequence and natural deduc- 

| tion, that the only marks ſuch give of their orthodoxy: 
is, that they have neither faith nor good works, not- 
withſtanding all the noiſe they make about good works. 
And this is more fully proved by Article XIII. which 
— ͤ a e io ide 
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All «works dene befdre the grace ef Chriſt, and 


« the inſpiration of His Spirit, are not pleafarit to God, 


foraſmuch as they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt; 


neither do they make men meet to receive grace, or 
«© 0 as the ſchool - authors ſay) deſerve grace of cong 
« ity; rather for that they are not done as God hath will 


& led and commanded them to be done, we e doubt not 
but they have the nature of ſin L- 


- Here we ſee what works are not 206d, not pleaſant 
in the fight of God, even all ſuch as do not flow from 
right principles, namely, the grace of Chriſt, the in- 
Te pretended adva- 
cates for good works,” what ſay ye to this? Deceive not 
yourſelves with ſpecious pretences; look to your prin- 
oiples. As ſoon might we gather grapes of thorns, or 
figs of thiſtles, as to find chriſtian holineſs and good 
works flowing from unchriſtian principles. 
The 2 of Chriſt and the inſpiration of the Spirit — 
Why, s is the very mark and charaReriftic of an eu- 
| 28 to talk of being inſpired, ſay our modern teachers. 
But be aſſured, it is the only principle of true chriſtian 


knowledge and ehriſtian practice: for the things of God 


 knoweth no man, but by the Spirit of God, and if amy 


man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt,” be is noue of his. Rom. 


viii. 9. Theſe are ſcriptural determinations. He is not 
'a chriſtian who is not inſpired by the Spirit of God; neither 


are any works pleafant and acceptable to God, but what 
ſpring from msP1RaTfon, ſays our Church. Ixspf- 


RATION fighifies a breathing inwards What! Why, 
the vitality, power and graces of the Holy Spirit; and 
from this'inward principle only, outward actions, good 
and pleaſant to God, and profitable to man, flow. 
boy Butt, to avoid prolixity, I ſhall not enlarge, as I find 
J have much exceeded my firſt intentions; but really 
our excellent articles afford ſach a field of argument to 
ſuppdrt truth, and detect error, that they are pleaſing 


15 nd 2 — to dwell on; though F do noę 


doubt; 
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doubt but what I have advanced is' ſufficient; in the 
judgment of ignorant and mere nominal Chriſtians, to 
determine me a Methodiſt and an Enthuſiaſt, Reader, 
let me appeal to thee: Have I ſtrained dne ſentence of 


our articles from its natural ſenſe and plain meaning ? 
Well, if for a ſteady adherence and firm attachment to 


the doctrines — Church of England, I am account- 
ed Methodiſt, I am content; may I live and die 4 
Cavxen or EncLanp MzrHODIST.—-It is the ſcrip- 
ture doctrines of our Church I am contending for; 
which, whoever does, will moſt afluredly have the ar. 
pollation of Methodift. 

But let me expoſtulate a little on this head with our 
pretended Churchmen. You ſay, you profeſs the re- 
ligion of the Church of Exgland. I do the fame: fo 
far we agree. I believe the doctrines of her articles, 
which are eſſential to ſalvation, to be truly ſcriptural ; 
therefore I on them, abide by them, and contend for 
them. Do you do the ſame? I fear not. 2 
we differ. Let us ſee; we will bring the matter to a 
ſhort iſſue: u few words will determine the point. 1 
believe that man is very far gone from original ebe, 
meſs, and is of his own nature inclined to evi. — That original 
fin, in every perſon born into this world,” deſerves Gop's 
"WRATH AND DAMNATION——T hat every man by nature is 
in this ſtate, without power to turn and prepare himſelf, to 
do good works acceptable to God. I believe, that it is only. 
through the righteouſneſs of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
Chrik, that any are accounted righteous before God—T hat 
aur ewn works and deſervings baus ns hand at all in pro- 
curing God's favour, no cauſal influence upon à finner's 
1 in the fight of God; but that we are juſtified, 
pardoned and accounted righteous through faith only, as 
apprehending and applying the merits and righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus the Saviour. I believe good works io bt the fruits 
of faith; that they are the effects (not the cauſe) of juſtifi- 
"cation; that our — are juſtified before our works * 
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tually poſſeſſed of the grace of Cbriſt, and 
by the Holy Spirit, he doth not, he — on 5 
believe the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt as neceſſary to. 
ritual life, as breath is to natural life, for as the 
without breath is 2. „ vboever is nat luseiꝝxp by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, is dead io God, and the things of God. 

- Now, this is my religion, this is the religion of the Bi 


ble, the chriſtiau religion, the proteſtant faith, the religion 


of the Church of England: Is it yours? No; you ſayx 
this is all madneſs, EN TRUST As 111 Very well; now you 
are at liberty to chuſe your ſyſtem of religion; but 


pretend no longer to be a miniſter. or member of the 


Cnukch; you have no right; for remember, you give 
up, you deny, you explode her eſſential doctrines; 
and the very quinteſſence of Chriſtianity, the plain 
truths-of the Bible you are pleaſed to treat with con- 
tempt, The happy privileges which Chriſt hath pur 
c Nee 
you are pleaſed to look on only as religious madneſs 
. delufion. And yet, how amaxingly inconſiſtent 
your principles What a ſcene of abſurdity and con- 
tradiction is your practice! At church, in the words 
of our Church prayers, you aſł and beſeech God to 
beſtow thoſe very bleflings upon you, which you only 
eſteem as the fights: of phrenzy, and term inexplicable 
feeli ings, and the diſorders of a diſtempered brain. Alas, 
— where is that ſober reaſon and cool argument you 
pretend to? Where that candour of judgment and juſt 
determination you talk of? Let who will be deceived, 
you are wrong: your public profeſſion. and practice 
give full evidence nt you; ang. by them you are 
© What — — — ils all contending far 
. ren, avi your 
the Church, and calling yourſelves members thereof? 
Do you value yourſelves becauſe you have not left your 
pariſn church, changed your religion, and turn, * 2 
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 difts? Poor deluded profeſſors ! not changed — 4 
gion you ſay? Alas, you have your religion ſtill to ſeek: 

you only profeſs - you know not what: you have only 

a name to live, while you are dead, dead to God and to 

the things that make for eternal peace. I wiſh' you 


| calmly to conſider theſe things: May the Lord, in 


mercy to your precious ſouls, open your eyes to ſee that 
hitherto you have aſſumed a name, which in no wiſe 
belongs to you, and reſted in the mere ſhadow and pro- 
feſſion of Chriftianity only; while you to this day remain 
utterly ignorant of the truths of the Goſpel in your un- 
derſtanding, and deſtitute of the experience of — ſaving 
influences of them on your hearts and lives. Miſerable 
ſtate! unhappy deluſion! And yet, to treat with con- 
tempt perſons who act a far wifer and more conſiſtent 
part than yourſelves, is ſurely ſtrange and abſurd indeed! 
Would to God my friends, yea the worſt enemies 1 
have, would for their own fakes lay theſe things to heart 
no. Then would they no longer fight againſt and op- 
poſe the precious truths of the Goſpel, which the glo- 
rious company of the Apoſtles taught, and the noble 
army of Martyrs ſealed with their blood; which the 
Church ſtill maintains, and every true Chriſtian is happy 
in the experience of. But whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, animated by theſe conſidera- 
tions, I am in nothing terrified by adverſaries; Il am 
content, yea I rejoice, that J am counted worthy to be a 
deſpiſed ſervant, and follower of a deſpiſed Lord and 
Saviour. To be owned and confeſſed dy the King of 
Saints, the Lord of Life and Glory, the Judge of quick 
and dead, and at a time too when the eternal ſtate of 
every ſoul is ſuſpended upon the breath of his determi- 
nation; when thoſe who have been aſhamed ef Chriſt 
denied him and his words are calling for the rocks 
and mountains to fall upon them to cover them from 
eternal and infupportable wrath ; I ſay, Ihen to be owned 
with approbation by God, before angels, men, and 4 
LITER | VIIS; 
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vils; ſurely this — — enough, and it makes me 
ready to welcome reproach, ee in ate 
Chri and his Goſpel's fake... | 
The being branded with che fo much dn name 
of. a MzrRoplsr, is- to me but little. A Merbodift ! 
why, really,*tis a ſimple, inoffenſive name, and I don't 
ſee any reaſon to be aſhamed of it; for I have often 


thought, (and it is well worth notice) that the world 


don't ufa f this appellation upon perſons of an 
openly wicked and ſcandalouſly ſinful life. 2 
gaming, pleaſure-takiug, Playhouſe frequanting perſon, one 
who lives in debauchery . e angling. is ſure 


to elca cape the name. 
Nor has a miniſter that name given him, who (no: 


withſtanding. his ſolemn declarations, ſubſcriptions, and 
oaths — to and abide by the articles of our Church) 


preaches „ to them, contends for juſtification by 


works inſte faith, is an enemy to the doctrine of 
imputed righteouſneſs, and from whoſe ſermons you too 
ſeldom hear the name of Jeſus, or the agency and in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, unleſs utterly to deny, in- 
veigh againſt and explode all ſpiritual inſpiratian and in- 
ward feelings: theſe, and ſuch ſort of preachers . 
the imputation of metbodiſm. 

Now, reader, what doſt thou think of ſuch? 1 ap- 
peal to thee, to every honeſt mind, to every. unpreju- 


diced judgment to determine whether a worſe name 


doth th at 22 belong to them? _ 
| ince it is plain that to be in principle and po- 


2 — to the 1 er formal, ſinful, antichriſtian 


miniſters and profeſſors of the age, and to abide by and 
contend for the orthodox articles of our Church, are 


thought ſufficient to conſtitute a perſon a metbodiſt; per- 


mit me, reader, here to preſent thee with the juſt and 


plain deſcription of what the world mean by a metbodiſt. 
He is one whom God hath choſen in Chriſt out of 

< mankind, to deliver from curſe. and damnation, and 
etc to 
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to bing, by Chih; to everlaſting ſalvation :/h648 cated 
 accortling to God's purpoſe, by his Spirit workeing in 
due ſeaſon; he, through grace, obeys the calling; he 
* is s juſtified freely ; be is made a fon of God by adbp- 
tion; he FEELS in himſelf the workings of the Spirit 
« of Chriſt®: mortifying the works of the fleſh; and his 
_ < earthly members, and drawing up his mind on keigh 
and heavenly things; he is made like the image of 
“ Chrift; walks religiouſly in good: works and at length 
by God's. merey attains everlaſting felicity. ? 
O happy methods! Bleſſed deſeription! Thoſe who 
chuſe to give a better are at their liberty; for my part, I 
am tenaciouſly fond of our Church language, and there- 
fore have tranſcribed a part of the XVIIth Article. 
Why, this is predeſtination mm | Yes, my brethe- 
42 and with this and the foregoing articles, the Litany 
and Public Offices of our Church o perfeatly n 
nize, as I here inſtan cage 
And make thy choſen people joyfal.” ( een . 
O God, from whom all holy defires, all 
<-counſels, and all juſt works do ppg ” 1 24 Gta 
ai Evening Prayer.) Us Ae 
That it may a das to Huniinats all biſhops; 
« prieſts and deacons, with true knowledge and under- 
6 ſtanding of thy word! That it may pleaſe thee to 
give us an heart to love and dread thee; and diligently 
« to live after thy commandments” —<« That it may 
<< pleaſe thee to give to all thy people increaſe of grace, 
* 600 FRO __ 1 dende W to receive it with pure 
s affection, 


® 4 Fxers in himſelf 4. wok kinds of the Aer Chriſt ! Would 
any one believe there are ſuch words in the articles of our Church, when ſuch 
pains have been and Now AE taken from our pulpits, to prove that all Ix w AA 
FEELINGS, all pretenſions to ſpiritual operations, are the effects of =NTH#v- 
$iASM, MADNE&g5, or DELUSION? And yet, what is moſt amazing, theſe 
ſame perſons have declared their aſſent and conſent to theſe very words, yea, 
have preſented themſelves for the miniſtry, with the moſt ſolemn declaration of 
being INWARDLY MOVED BY THz Holy GnosT to take upon them that 
holy function. Strange effect of ſpiritual blindhefs! affecting conſequence of 
' Feligious madneſs! As ſuch perſons are beyond the reach of cool argument » 

folid reaſon, they are the real objects of pity and compaſſion : May they be the 

 ſubjeR of every pious and reaſonable Chriſtian's prayer ! | 
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A affodtion, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit 
% Thatit _ pleaſe thee to give manor 
| . ne 8 VII“ 
(Tiiam.) TER 
MMT. 7 oy Oy? Collect. 
oed Ahighey God, who tnadeſt'thy bed Seat 
enen and obedient to the law. or dan“ (e Ci 
cumtiflon. J1i525 # 1-30 4415 100g 3.44175 
O Lold God, who ſeeſt that oe. Pat ribs dur dl 
40 in any thing that we do (Sexugeſin u 190. g 
* Almighty God, who ſeeſt that we have no af np 
« of ourſelves to help ourſelves.” (2d Sunday in Lent. 
That they who do lean only on the hop of thy 
& 1 grace.” (5th Sunday after Epiphany.), © 
By whoſe Spirit the whole body of the C is 
« poverned and f. ctiſiecl. (2d. Coll. for Crt Priday.) 
Above all thnigs, ye muſt give molt humble and | 
- * hearty thanks 10 30d the Facharzt Son, and T 
% Hol [Ghoſt for the redemption of the world b 
« death and paſſion of our Saviour Chrift, both God 
ec and man; who did humble himſelf *everrtotheUeath 
upon the croſs, for us miſerable finners, who lay in 
ic darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, that he might niake 
&« 1s the children of N aud elt us to everlaſting 
4e lifst “r: rr v * 4 | = 
* 0 Ney God, who haft knit together thine 
«ele — 2 and att ee e thin 
<& —— Geer Son Chriſt our Lord. Poa ag 
Saints Day 
_==<« Beſeeching thee; thatit may pleafetheref thy g 
« ous goodneſs, ſhortly to accompliſh the thine 
ce ele, and to haſten th — ( Burial Servicr.) 
The Articles, Homilies and Liturgy, contain the 
« genuine doctrines, and are the ſtandif eh 
« the faith of the Church of England. b 
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22 Tho faltont ag placds may be added to the seeed; for Aa. Wale | 
days Haber Days we" Sunday after Eaſter, 4th Sunday after Edſter, gth Sunday 
after Eaſter, Wiieſuntay, gth Sunday after Trinity, ioth Sunday 2 Trinity, 


prayer after that for all ſorts and conditions of men. 
+ Bow. Review of the Reformation. 
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'We EY doctrine of Elections fairly 
 deducible from the. Liturgy let us ſee what the fathers 
ſay about it. N58 
Archbiſhop Cranmer (wha: certainly had a — 
in the refprmation) i in the preface to his book 
zgainſt Biſhop Gordiner, writes thus; . Our. Saviour 
« Chriſt, according to the will of his eternal Father, 
hen, the. time. thereof was fully accompliſhed, tak- 
1 [0 our nature upon him, came into the world: from 
de high throne of his Father, to give light to them 
hat were in e — in the: ie of death; 


* 
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«, 17 8 ar; body with abſtaining from all ſin and 
© wickedneſs? I perceive God hath choſen ſome, and 
ſome are rejected: Now, if I. be in the number of 

1 «the 2 7 cannot be damned 3 but if I be accounted 
ng the e number, then I cannot be 

4 <4a% po "for God's judgments are immutable. Such 
« fooliſh and wicked reaſons ſome have, which bring 
them either to.carnal liberty, or to deſperation. — 
And in another 5 he ſays, We read in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, that when St. Paul had made 
«a long ſermon. at- Antioch, there believed (ſaith the 
ie Evangeliſt) as many as were ordained to eternal life. 
4 With the Which ſaying a great number of people 
ee have been offended, and have ſaid, We perceive that 
& thoſe, only ſhall. come to believe, and ſo to everlaſting 
« + life, which are e 9 0 God unto it; and therefore 


it 8 
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c it is no matter whatſoever we do; for if Fete choſen 


to everlaſting life{'we ſhall have it. r | 
opened a door to them ſelves of all wickedneſs and car-' 
& nal liberty, againſt the true meaning of the ſeripture. 
That Dr. Ridley;"another reformer, ſuppoſed fer 
demption to be limited to a certain number; the follow. 
ing Paſſage clearly evintes: . The death and paſſion of 
Chriſt our Saviour was, and is, the one, only, ſuffi- 
cient, and everlaſting availing Sacrifice, SATISFAC- 
<:FORY FOR ALL THE ELECT OF Go, bm Adam the 
< firſt, to the laſt that ſhall be born in the exp of the 
world. * Ses Fon, vol. iii. p. 4. 
It may perhaps be unneceſſary to inform the pr" 
chat theſe,' with" Philpot, Hooper, Bradford, "Rogers, | 
Saunders, and 7 ayloy, L among the ancients, were mar” 
yere the ſame in opinion, and ſeverally ſealed the 
truths they profeſſed with their blood Among the 
greateſt of out modern miniſters who proſeſſed this 
doctrine, may be numbered Hervey," Nomaine, "New 
ton, Berriage, Ter Crore, hn mar. r ad 
JO EIS Ur Ar. 11 8 N : 
The doctrine of abſohite pridefiination to life is at 
preſent little underſtood It has been fo groſsly mif⸗ 
_ «repreſented, and loaded with ſuch horrid bond ins: 
« that by far the greater part of profeſſing C liens 
ce will not give it a patient hearing. The very mention 
ce of it wilt fill their hearts with indignation, and their 
« mouths with harſh expreſſions; which have been re- 
ge eceived without conſideration, and being repeated often, 
are ſuppoſed to be true, and ſo paſs for ſolid, concluſive 
« arguments. What! vould you make God the author 
<« of fin? Can you ſuppoſe an infinitely merciful Being 
made ſo many creatures to be damned? What does it 
« ſignify then how we live? for if we are ta be damned 
60 we + ſhall be damned, let us live ever rio damn and if we 
e en ak vs are 


* ou ates been vs great en to FIRE wicht be added; byt 
if the rea er wiſhes a farther confirmation, I refer him to Toplady's Hiftoric 
Proof of the Calviniſm of the Church of England. 2 vols. 
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are to he ſaved we ſhall be ſaved, let us live ever ſo 
d vilely. Theſe, and the like abſurdities, are ever ready 
<.to be pourtd out againſt it. On the other hand, the 
* benefit of Gad, viz. of being predeſtinated to everlaſting 
<. ſalvation, as veſſels made ta honour; ' 7hey be made like 
* the image of his only begotten Sen Jeſus Chriſt \ they walk 
 <' religiouſly. in good works: So that they who are pre- 
<<. deſtinated to ſalvatien, are likewiſe predeſtinated to 
& holineſs. The Apoſtle ſays, God hath choſen us in 
& him (Chriſt), that we ſhould be holy and without 
9 e before him in love.“ Epbeſ. — 4. * God hath 
<. from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through 
d ſandiification. of the Spirit, 2 Theſſ; its 13. They 
te therefore who do not walk religiouſſy in good works, 
% deceive themſelves, and wreſt the ſcriptures to their 
& own deſtruction, if they ſuppoſe they are predeſ- 
<' tinated to everlaſting life, choſen in Chriſt before the 
foundation of the world. And they who, through 
« faith in Chriſt, do walk religiouſly in good works, 
&« have not the leaſt reaſon to imagine they are not 
fpredeſtinated, or Thall- be damned becauſe they are 
ce N in the way which God hath appointed that 
all ſhall walk in, whom he hath choſen to everlaſting 
That there is an abſolute, unconditional predeſ- 
« tination of certain perſons to eternal life, is abun- 
<< dantly evident from the ſcriptures,” and ſufficiently 
t proved by the paſſages lately mentioned. It may not, 
* however, be improper to add a few more. To fit 
„ on my right hand and on my left is not mine to give; 
«* but it ſhall be given to them of whom it is pre- 
ob pared of my father.” Matt. xx, 23. Fear not, lit- 
10 tle: flock; for it is your father's. good pleaſure to 
te give you the kingdom.” Lake xii. 32. I give unto 
them eternal life; and they ſhall never periſh; nei- 
ther ſhall any pluck them out of my hand. Jobn 
„0 Ä 
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X. 26. Having ptedeſtinated us unte the adap- 
tion of cir by. 1s Chriſt to himſelf, accofding 


glory of his — Bpbeſe i. 6, 6. * Who, hath 
© ſaved us, and called us by an holy calling ut accord- 
© 3ng.#0,4ur parks, but according to his own purpoſe 
and grace, which was given us in Chriſt. Jeſus beſore 
« the world began.“ 2 Tim. i. 9g. Gad bath! choſen 
dus — wer the — _ the world, that 
© We v. Epheſe1;: 4. $ many! as Were 
<< ordained-to eternal life believed. As xiu, 48, | 
Indeed, if a proper attention be paid ta the do@rines 
contained in the articles, we ſhall fad that theſe. things 
muſt be ſo. For if we bring into the world ſuch a 
corrupt nature, as deſerveth God's wrath and dam- 
2 nation (Art. IX.) if the condition of man after the 
<« fall is ſuch that he cannot, in his own. ſtrength, turn 
„ unto faith and calling upon God (Art. X.) —if be- 
< fore, we are juſtified. and made partakers oth 
grace, which will,afuredly end in eternal glory; all 
that we are apt to call good works, are not pleaſant 
aud acceptable to Cad, not make us meet to receive 
As grace, but have the nature of fin.” (Art. XIII.) — 
He is it poſſible that any man ſhould be faved, un- 
« lefs God had ordained him to eternal life? But if 
God hath predeſtinated ſome to eternal life and not 
< others, is there not injuſtice with him? By no 
means; for all have ſinned and come ſhort of the 
“ glory of God. Thedepravity of our nature deſerveth 
« God's wrath and damnation: fo that if, he had left 
< the whole human race to periſh, there wauld have 
_ © been no injuſtice in him, for all deſerved. to periſh. 
An inſtance of which vindictive, unrelenting juſtice, 
we have in the caſe of the fallen angels Not one 
of thoſe many myriads of once glorious beings will 
ede ſaved Not one of: them ever had, or will have 
2M nN of merey made to him. . 
9 — 7 <« fore, 
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ee fore, of arraigning the Almighty of ſeverity or in- 
< juſtice-in ſuffering perhaps the greater part of man- 
“ Kkind to periſh in their fins; we ſhould extol that 
„ mercy by which he hath predeſtinated ſo many mil- 
* lions to eternal life, to the adoption of children, to 
< the/praiſe of the glory of his grace; when he might 
* < juſtly have left them to'periſh as well as Oy * 
they had as juſtly deſerved it. 
FThis frightful doctrine then of predefiitiation a- 
< mounts to . All mankind are by nature children 
<« of wrath without ftrength—enmity againſt God. 
„The Almighty, who foreſaw this would be the con- 
* ſequence of the fall, decreed from everlaſting to'de- 
<« liver from curſe and damnation: thoſe whom he hath 
«* choſen in Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, and to leave 
< the reſt to periſh in their ſins. When a king has ſub⸗ 
dued his rebellious ſubjects, he grants a free pardon 
« to ſome, and orders others for execution. Can you 
conceive he is guilty of injuſtice in ordering ſome 
<« for death when they have deſerved it? Are you not 
rather inclined to commend his clemency in mals 
„ ſome who have deſerved to die? Conſider mankin 
« as fallen in Adam, and the caſe is exactly parallel. 
<« Unleſs you chooſe to look upon this as an exception, 
ee that of all who have heard the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
6: none will be found in the number of thoſe who were 
not predeſtinated to eternal life, but ſuch as have wil- 
fully rejected the counſel of God againſt themſelves.” 
Theſe four laft ſections are from a publication en- 
titled, A Review of the Doctrines of the Reforma. 
tion, &c. by Thomas Bowman, M. A.“ The man- 
ner in which he enumerates the ſeveral ſubjects treated 
of in the work, is remarkable, and full to the preſent 
purpoſe in his on words: We may now perceive 
<« that the reformers were Calviniſts (as Biſhop Burnet 
<« obſerved) in the ſublapſarian potbeſis.— That the Ar- 
< ticles, Homilies, and Liturgy, are ä | 
82 * 3 at. 
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«< 'That;the diyines who! ſucceeded the reformers,” * 
« their ſucceſlors, were Calviniſts That for fifty years 
6 after the articles had received the parliamentary fanc- 
tion, (and almoſt ten cars hefore they had been agreed 
c upon in convocation. by the archbiſhops, biſnops, 
* and the clergy). the two: univerſities, the archbiſhops 
& and biſhops, and an eceleſiaſtical repreſentative, unani- 
* mauſly. declared on all occaſions, that, Calviniſm was 
< rbe.doArine of the Chürch of England That, for 
« a long time after, that period, whenever Arminianiſm 
& e its head, it was publicly oppoſed. and eon- 
& demned by thoſe in power, as being eontrary to the 
bliſhed. eligion Handl that, when ſome of our bi. 
= publicly countenanced it, they, were reſolutely 
« oppoſed by parliament on that account,, and declared 
to be enemies to their country and moreover, an 
« archbiſhop was hrought to the bar, condemned and 
< executed, among other things, for introducing Armi- 
<< niauiſin- We have ſeen likewiſe, that the plea that 
the Church drew ap the articles with © ſuchi latitude, 
« that perſons of different pei ſuafions might ſubſcribe them, 
« is. impoſſible to be true, and is even contradicted by 
<6. their title, which ſays, that they were agreed upon 
40 to avoid diverſities of opinion, and to eſtabliſh con- 
« ſent tauching true religion. 
There is perhaps no occaſion to te farther e on 
this ſubject. By looking back to —— has been ſaid, 
we may {ee the conſiſtenq of this doctrine how agree- 
able it is to ſcripture, our articles,* and Liturgy !— 
that the contrary may be ſaid of the ARMINIA tenets, 
which are not held out for our belief, and fo ſtrenu- 
ouſly advocated by moſt of our preſent miniſters !—and | 
laſtly, what pains were taken by government and en- 
thufiaftic. miniſters to er the nen of the latter 
into the Church. - 
641 9 58 Here 


if we advert o'the Hönig rue, we hall find the fame dofttines lacultat- 
ed. Can any now aſſert they © maigtain no ſuch doQtrine ?”* 


E 
Here is Snhuftafir indeed! Tell me, ye blinded by 
. ye heated by reſentmentj ye pretended I- 
ſters and members of our Church, tell, prove to the 
world, if you can, wherein ſack trinifters in the Chitrch, 
as you are pleaſed to term methodiſtical and enchuffie, 
have departed from, or advanceti any one tenet, eon. 
trary to tlie articles of —— f they have, look 
them in the face, and by the jud ment and determina- 
tion of the ſcripture and. ren correct and refute 
them. and her true friends lep 5. 
But if not, bow mean and deſpi icable is it to attemp t 
to load them with odium Ae debate behind ger 
backs? IS it eheir crime tolbe fo unpolite as to make 
conſcience of their oaths and ſubſcriptions; and to prench 
and abide by the excellent apoſtolic doctrines of Our 
Chureh? Is it for their love to. and zeal for the falva- 
tion of precious and immortal fouls ? Is it becauſe the 
ſheep know their voice, and follow them as true ſhep- 
heed therefore do the bjrelings hate, contemn, and 
deſpiſe them? Weep, O my foul, in ſecret before the 
Lord, on account of that oppofition to che Gofpel oj 
Jeſus, and unkindneſs to his miniſters !-—Rejoice, ' C 
my ſoul!” Be thankful, O my fellow-finners, to the 
great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, in thus caring for, 
and ſendin forth theſe beſt friends, trueſt fons, and 
moſt faithful miniſters of our Church! | 
And bleſſed be the name of the Land, fo endung 
them with that ſpirit of boldneſs and conſtancy, where- 
by they declare the tubole counſel of God, no man making 
them afraid. T know, and am perfaaded, all that love 
our Lord Jeſus in fincerity, will feel the warmth of 
zeal and fervent affection to all true faithful minifters of 
Chriſt, and will, (as I do from my heart) hononr, reve- 
rence, and eſteem them highly in love for their wort s ſake. 
It matters very little to hear many crying out entbu- 
ſaſin! Reader, notice that man, he is parſon of 


CG urch; and eff the people — be ſeduced and de- 
ee lived 


ledge of the truths. of Chriſtianity. M 
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ceived by hearing the doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land preached, he s 3 75 unwilling and indifferent to 
the true miniſters. of Chriſt, when, they want to make 
uſe, of his pulpit ; but on the contrary, permits thoſe 
whoſe, public and private carriage are deemed indecent 
and unbecoming, repeatedly to aſcend the ſacred place, 
and to preach doctrines which their practices deny, or 
to diſcuſs ſubje&s which are is unſeripeural, 
and of courſe unſuitable. Oy 
An Enthuſiaſt !, What is it? It is the OY 
the day for the many-headed, monſter, the bugbear. of 
the times, thrown out in order to deter and affright 
weak and incanfi derate people from N at a know- 
of the 55 
miniſters of our Church are nov called enthuſiaſts. 
this name they ſtand diſtinguiſhed from lazy drones mA 
unedifyin dry-vines. But, reader, when thou heareſt 
of a miniſter whom others call an enthuſiaſt, don't ſuf- 
fer this to prejudice thee againſt him; aſſure thyſelf he 
is worth attending to; take my advice, if poſſible, hear 
him for thyſelf: adyert to thy Bible, and attend to 
the articles of our Church, and if thou haſt any reliſh 
for the truths of the one, and the doctrines of the 
other, I warrant thee. thou wilt not be diſappointed. 
Ahl ſays a conftant church-goer, -< I heard one of 
« theſe preachers at our Church lately, where he preach- 
« ed ſuch a ſermon about converſion, the new-birth, 
&« juſtification by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, inſpiration; and 
9 JanRification of the Spirit, and a heap of ſuch—1 
„know not what! —aye, and he ſaid downright, that 
« all unconverted people were in a ſtate of damnation, 
and that ack could ſave them from hell, but be- 
UE EN on th ord Ag J he bs turned the pa- 
| cc riſh 
„ Perhaps Rik a «Giri Gmilar to this, the CANNON made at the late general 
convention in this city originated. This cannon prohibits any miniſter from 


preaching | in any other pariſh than his art except he firſt obtains liberty from 


the miniſter, or if no miniſter, from the veſtry of the church i ſuch — or 
Cs cure. | 
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«:xiſh upſide down, for we are never uſed to kick ore 

«of: dotrine; no, not we. But in the afternoon, aur 
parſon preached a ſermon againſt all ſuch doQtines, 

for he is an enemy to all ſuch preachers! and their 

principles; and though he was but little more than a 
quarter of an hour in his ſermon, yet he paid them 
« of about their inſpiration and faith, &c. and made 
H us all eaſy again too: O, he's a leafing man! re 
told us, We were in no danger of going to bell, | 
<« thut there wwas no fear of our being No „for — are 
L all very good chriſtians, if we but pay 1 one , | 
un, and do as ue would be done: by.. 

Surely at this day, is that word falflled, THE PRO- 
PHETS'/PROPHESY FALSELY, AND THE PEOPLE LOVE TO 
HAVE IT 80. For truly, reader, the preaching of too 
many who call themſelves miniſters of our Church, is 


more like heatheniſh rainy than ſeripnitral chriſtia- | 


nity, 
"Ir by an enthaſiaſt is meant a deceiver; one that fan- 
cies himſelf and pretends to be what in reality he is not; 
I declare to you, reader, I do not know a worſe ſort of 
enthuſiaſm; nor a more dangerous ſet of enthuſiaſts and 
deceivers (deceivers both of themſelves and others; let 
common ſenſe and right reaſon determine the point) 
than thoſe miniſters, who ſolemnly profeſs to be inward! 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt; pretend to receive the ift 
of the Holy Spirit at their ordination; aſſent, ſubſcribe, 
and ſwear to the articles of our Church, in which the 
neceſſity of inſpirarion is ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on; uſe 
the moſt excellent form of our Church Liturgy ; con- 
ſtantly pray to God for the inſpiration, guidance, and 
operations of the Holy Spirit: and yet after all this, 
O dreadful hypoeriſy before God! O amazing ſoul de- 
luſion I) can jeſt, jeer at, and ridicule all ſpiritual influ- 
ences, and intvard operations; and contemn the honeſt, 
faithful miniſters of our Church;. for what? Why, 
only becauſe they preach conſiſtent with the avowed 
tenets 
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tenets of that Church they profeſs themſelves miniſters 
of, and plainly declare ſuch doctrines as their Articles, 
Homihes and Liturgy: fully ſet forth: Surely an honeſt 
heathen would bluſh at ſ 2 behaviour. No wonder 
ſiuch are fo much deſpiſed and ſet at nought, who make 
themſelves wy their + ec o eee in che 
licht of men. 

But it is urged inſt our trilyrooerdnd and Gofpel- 
miniſters, That they are not content with the com- 
mon and ordinary operations of the Spirit, but they 
talk of and contend for the extraordinary and mira- 
e culous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; therefore they are 
 * enthuſiaſts.” 1 This1s falſe; they neither expe&, nor 

ſee any neceſſity for the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt: But they contend (agreeable to ſcripture) for 
the promiſed inward gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit; 
to enlighten, convince, convert, and make happy the 
true Chriſtian; by his indwelling witneſs and NIN 
1 to the ſoul. 

Neither are their pretenſions to znfpiration 6 un- 
8 grounded and unwarranted, (as ſome object) and there- 
fore ſay tliey are enthuſiaſts.” "This kind of pre- 
tenſion may be reduced to two ſorts, for matter and for 
manner. For matter, when perſons pretend to inſpira- 
tion -of God for things contrary to ſcripture, which 
God hath given us as a ſtanding rule to'the world's end: 
Bat our miniſters pretend to no ſuch inſpiration; ſeeing 
they conſtantly inculcate the doctrines of our Church 
which are agreeable to ſcripture : yea they preach ſuch 
inſpiration only which the word of God promiſes to every 
true Chriſtian. Therefore they are not enthuſiaſts.— 
For manner, when inſpirations are expected to exclude 
and ſupercede the uſe of reaſon, ſcripture, and all 
divine ordinances. Such as pretend to theſe are proper 
enthufiaſts. But other, our faithful and orthodox mi- 
niſters preach the rational ſcripture doctrines of the 
Gaines only. They don't ſet up heathen morality 1 
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of chriſtian practices, nor do they teach man's natural 
ability, to the excluſion of God's divine grace, nor ex- 
alt the worte and r7ghteouſneſs of ſinful man, in order 
to ſupercede and ſet at nought the meritorious ſacrifice 
and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. No: but they in- 
ſiſt on the reaſonableneſs of being endued with ſpiritual 
life, and ſpiritual power, in order to produce 1 a 
actions; they ſcripturally teach, that faith, and every 
other good gift and grace is of the Spirit's inſpiration; 
and they therefore direct ſouls to diligent attendance; 
and conſtant waiting on the ordinances, and to eſteem 

them as channels whereby God is uſually pleaſed: to 
inſpire the ſoul with freſh ſupplies of divine grace and 
ſpiritual influences. Therefore they are not enthuſiaſts. 
By men of corrupt minds, deſtitute of the truth, 
all theſe ancient doctrines of the Bible and qur Church, 
are now deemed new doctrines; the preachers of them 
are railed againſt as innovators, and ſome are bold to aſ- 
ſert, that they draw the people away from the Church 
and cauſe ſchiſm.”*—If it be ſchiſm to attend the 
preaching of our avowed dofirines (contained in the 
thirty-nine Articles) in another Church, I fear that to 
turn ſchiſmatic is now the only way left of ever hear- 
ing them preached. „ e 
It is a common obſervation, that our churches are 
worſe attended than moſt others in the city; while, on 
the contrary, it is obvious (even to an offence to ſome) 
that at whatever place of worſhip the faithful Goſpel- 
miniſters preach, numerous and crowded congregations 
attend: And to what may it juſtly be imputed? Truth 
is really a very deſirable thing, and never more ſo than 
when religion is concerned. The caſe is plainly this: 
When a perſon is not content to take up his religion 
upon truſt, but reads with attention and 1 


A learned man of our Church, Mr. Hales of Eaton (England) was wont 
to ſay ſchiſm and hereſy are theological ſcarecrows, that is, they are too fre- 
quently made uſe of to terrify people without a cauſe. See Edward's Preacher, 
part 2. 5 ; 
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the word of God, compares the doctrines of otir Church 
with the Bible, and obſerves the great and fundamental 
truths therein contained; either very ſeldom: preached, 
not preached at all, or, what is worſe, openly inveighed 
againſt, denied, and exploded;* ſuch as the inſufficiency 
of works to juſtify the finner; the merits and righteouſ- 
neſs of the e Jeſus, and juſtification through the 
ſame by faith; the neceſſity of inward holineſs and 
— by the Holy Spirit, &c. I ſay, when a 
perſon ſees the weight and importance of theſe ſacred 
truths, it is the very delight of his ſoul to hear them 
preached; he abides by the doctrines of the Church of 
England,” not by profeſſion merely, but through princi- 
ple chiefly. And it is eaſy to be accounted for that he 
takes ſome pains to follow the voice of the Churab, and 
to attend the ſound of her doctrines at other churches ; 
and that he thinks it an unhappunels he can't oo them 
| preached at his .li. | 
. Now, Doctor, you ſay tis wrong, * you, blame 
people for going away from their own pariſh ch 

but is it not worſe for you to forſake your own Church 


dofrines? Tis true, there are many who forſake the 


fone walls and buildings of their old churches: But 
why? For this good reaſon; becauſe their late miniſters | 
have (departed from the truths of the Goſpel, and the 
conſtituent principles and eſtabliſhed doctrines of our 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy; and pray now who 
is in fault? Not thoſe miniſters who preach the doc- 
trines of the Church of England, thoſe who have been 


the means more particularly of their ability to diſtinguiſh = 


between the pure and impure doctrines offered them, 
nor thoſe who are ſo. attached to the ſame as to follow 

them; but thoſe who drive them away from their own 

| 3 churches by preaching contrary to the venerable 
cri Pers truths, and cannot be content with the reli 12 
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TR. Ude RSION has been baute ridiculed, and the doQrines of Furs 
GRACE diſowned. | 
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of their forefathers, the doctrines of the reformation, 
but muſt broach ſome new-fangled tenets; who cry out 
peace] peace! when there is no peace, and preach only 
the poor, dry, unavailing ſyſtem of heatheniſh morali- 
ty, inſtead of the lively, animating, powerful, truly 
moralizing truths of the Goſp el.. 
Therefore let Clericus, and his bretheren, who are 
ſo often haranguing againſt ſchiſm and ſeparation, know, 
that the ſchiſin reverberates, and the charge of ſepara- 
tion recoils back upon themſelves, while they are guilty 
of ſchiſm in doctrine, and cauſe diviſions in the Church 
by ſeparating from the precious truths, the avowed 
tenets of our excellent eſtabliſnment. Say, are theſe 
friends to the Church? rather, are they not its greateſt 
enemies? Yes, notwithſtanding their pretended zeal 
for the Church, tis from ſuch as theſe that ſhe is in 
But, there is one expedient, which, from my hearty 
zeal for our Church, and warm affection to the Clergy, 
J would humbly recommend to them (O that they 
may be influenced to put ĩt in practice ]) lt is this, to 
preach conſtantly, maintain ſteadily, and inculcate fer- 
vently the eſtabſiſhed doctrines of our Church, the glo- 
rious truths of the reformation. Now, who would 
think there could be any objection to this method? 
Nay, there can be none; and J am ſure it will be prac- 
tiſed by thoſe who really believe their bibles, and have 
e ee ber 5 | it etl 


Of ſoch miniſters the judicious Dr. Edwards thus writes in his Preacher, 
part 2. page 155—** I know there is a great cry among ſome men of late, that 
ic the Church is in danger, that it is falling, that its ruin and deſtruction are 
tc approaching. And I ſay ſo too: but not as theſe men uncerſtand. it: My 
„% meaning is, that our Church is in great jeopardy, by reaſon of the-preſent 
<< degeneracy in doctrines. The orthodox faith of the Church of England is 
& gifreliſhed, its legally eſtabliſhed articles are vilified, our old Engliſh divinity 
& js rejected, and all our old epiſcopal divines are diſregarded.' But thoſe very 
© men who make that out-ery about the Church's falling, are the authors of 
& this rejection and this diſregard, THEY ARE THE MEN that renounce the 
c articles and determinations of our Church, and thereby ſhe is apparently en- 
ic dangered, and her ruin feems not to be far off. But in the ſenſe they mean 
«© it, (if they have any ſenſe) it is a faiſe alarm, and a groundleſs fear, and the 
© danger they talk of is imaginary,” 1 | 
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ſo much conſcience as to think ſolemn promiſes, oaths, 
and ſubſcriptions are binding and obligatory upon them. 
O, may the Lord of the harveſt increaſe the number 
of ſuch faithful, conſcientious labourers! for from ſuch 
a practice, what bleſſed effects would follow | Ignorant = 
_ profeſſors would be inſtructed in the ſaving doctrines of 
the Goſpel; the truè members of our Church would 
be eſtabliſhed in the truth as it is in Jeſus, and preſerved 
from being miſled by error and perverted by deluſion; 
a glorious ſpirit of reformation would ſoon overſpread 
our land, and true religion, and the practice of morality _ 
and good works, would much more abound. | 

O happy period! a time, how much to be defired! 
May the God of Truth and Power haſten it for his 
mercy's ſake! _— | 
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